December 13, 2011

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

E2233

EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

HARVEY TEYLER TRIBUTE

HON. SCOTT R. TIPTON

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, December 13, 2011

Mr. TIPTON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
honor of Mr. Harvey Teyler, manager of the
Alamosa Mosquito Control District. Mr. Teyler
has been awarded the Special District Asso-
ciation of Colorado’s 2011 Distinguished Man-
ager of the Year Award.

Presented in September at the SDA’s an-
nual conference, this honor recognizes man-
agers who have demonstrated outstanding
leadership, dedication and service to their dis-
trict. The SDI is an association consisting of
over a thousand members who promote the
effective and economical operation of special
districts in Colorado. These districts function
as a form of local government that provides
basic services and public needs.

Mr. Teyler was recognized for increasing the
Alamosa Mosquito Control District’s quality of
service under the motto “Effective and Effi-
cient.” He is well respected for his leadership
style, a commitment to thoroughly educating
and training his employees, and for never ask-
ing them to do something that he has not
done himself.

Mr. Teyler leads the District’s efforts to pro-
tect public health through the surveillance of
mosquitoes, counting and identification, var-
ious methods of extermination, and West Nile
Virus testing, all while adhering to environ-
mentally sensitive practices. After humble ori-
gins in a shed with no utilities, the District now
operates out of a fully furbished 5500 square
foot facility. The citizens of Alamosa, known in
the past to be overrun with mosquitoes, are
certainly grateful for Mr. Teyler's dedication.

Mr. Teyler is also an active member of the
Alamosa community, where he has been a
part of the Kiwanis Club, the Blue Peaks orga-
nization for the mentally challenged, and the
Ranch Advisory Board.

Mr. Speaker, it is an honor to recognize
Harvey Teyler. | rise today to thank him for his
public spirit and devotion to the health of
Alamosa’s Citizens.

———
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NANCE AGENCY
HON. CHAKA FATTAH
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Mr. FATTAH. Mr. Speaker, Pennsylvanians
in need of affordable housing, and those of us
who advocate for quality, safe housing acces-
sible to all, have a quiet superstar in our
midst.

Since 2003, Brian A. Hudson Sr. has served
as Executive Director and CEO of the Penn-
sylvania Housing Finance Agency, the agency

that turns the portfolio of affordable housing
programs into brick and mortar. His ascension
to leadership is well deserved: he has worked
at the agency for three decades.

Brian Hudson’s work frequently brings him
into Philadelphia where PHFA has accom-
plished near-miracles in public-private-non-
profit partnerships and Brian Hudson is leg-
endary for the art of the deal. Those deals
provide affordable housing for seniors, for
young families, for veterans, for low-income
families, for individuals facing substance
abuse and Philadelphians with disabilities.

Brian Hudson may not be well-known by the
public but those who work with him and his
agency hold the man in awe. Mr. Hudson’s
presence at a ribbon-cutting or turnkey dedica-
tion or groundbreaking is a welcome sight,
and I've been pleased to share that podium
with him on many occasions as an advocate
in Congress for these critically needed pro-
grams. When Brian Hudson is on the scene,
it means the hard work has been done, and
it's been done right.

Most recently, on October 31, Mr. Hudson
and |, joined by Mayor Michael Nutter and a
“who’s who” of business and community lead-
ers as well as older residents who were al-
ready in residence, dedicated The Apartments
at Cliveden in Philadelphia’s Germantown
neighborhood. The NewCourtland Network’s
latest development is a $14.6 million project,
launched with major help from Brian Hudson
and PHFA, to provide 62 units of affordable,
dignified, modern living for seniors 62 and
older.

Brian Hudson’s list of credits—and respon-
sibilities—in the housing field is long and im-
pressive. He has been a Director of the feder-
ally chartered Federal Home Loan Bank of
Pittsburgh since 2007. He has served as Vice
President and on the board of the National
Council of State Housing Agencies. He is a
member of the Consumer Advisory Council at
The Federal Reserve System.

Since its founding in 1972, the Pennsylvania
Housing Finance Agency has financed more
than 130,000 houses and 54,000 apartment
units while assisting 40,000 homeowners
threatened with foreclosure.

In recent months Mr. Hudson’s PHFA per-
formed an astounding feat of public service
under extreme deadline conditions. PHFA was
able to administer and distribute more than
$100 million made available to Pennsylvanians
under the Emergency Homeowners’ Loan Pro-
gram (EHLP) by the U.S. Department of Hous-
ing and Urban Development—within less than
six months.

| sponsored the EHLP program in Congress
and secured its inclusion in the Wall Street
Reform Act. This emergency assistance was
based on an earlier program, the Homeowners
Emergency Mortgage Assistance Program
(HEMAP) that | developed as a young legis-
lator in the Pennsylvania General Assembly in
the early 1980s. That's just about the time a
young housing whizkid named Brian Hudson
came to work for PHFA, helping that agency
turn HEMAP into the nation’s premier state-

based emergency mortgage assistance pro-
gram.

Over a quarter century HEMAP provided
more than $433 million in emergency mort-
gage assistance loans. Nearly 90 percent of
Pennsylvania homeowners receiving this as-
sistance have avoided foreclosure. Those cli-
ents were Pennsylvanians who had been mak-
ing their mortgage payments until, through no
fault of their own, they lost a job or other in-
come stream and tumbled toward default.
Thanks to HEMAP, 17,000 Pennsylvania fami-
lies were able to stay in their homes, get back
on their feet, and even to repay HEMAP for
that home-saving loan. In fact, over its lifetime,
HEMAP actually turned a modest profit for the
taxpayers!

That outstanding track record was worth du-
plicating, and it became the model for the
EHLP program | introduced. This federal pro-
gram provided up to $50,000, or 24 months, of
continuing financial assistance, to families who
were in danger of losing their homes due to
lost income from involuntary unemployment,
under-employment or medical expenses. Un-
fortunately we were able to fund EHLP only
for FY2011. Faced with the rapidly approach-
ing Sept. 30, 2011, deadline and a complex
set of regulations for homeowners in need of
emergency assistance, Mr. Hudson oversaw
the processing and approval of 3,056 applica-
tions in Pennsylvania, with distribution of $108
million in emergency home-saving aid in less
than six months. That's more than 10 percent
of the EHLP funds made available coast to
coast.

We will be working to bring EHLP back to
life. Meanwhile, Brian Hudson and the Penn-
sylvania Housing Finance Agency have plenty
of work to do. They’'ve been funding a housing
locator service for state residents dislocated
by Hurricane Irene and Tropical Storm Lee.
They are expediting affordable housing devel-
opments everywhere in the Commonwealth in-
volving a myriad of municipal, state and fed-
eral programs.

The record builds, and tens of thousands of
Pennsylvanians are already saying thank you.
Through it all, the simple formula for success
remains: Brian Hudson = Affordable Housing.

———
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Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. Speaker, | rise in
strong support of S. 384, which will reauthor-
ize the sale of the highly successful Breast
Cancer Research Stamp. | am a proud co-
sponsor of House companion legislation.

Breast cancer has or will eventually touch
all of our lives. According to the National Can-
cer Institute, more than 230,000 women in the
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